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President’s Message 
Happy New Year to everyone. Sadly, I feel a 
sense of déjà vu, with another wave of COVID 
preventing a return to normality. 

This year the APPS Management Committee 
has rotated to Queensland and a new team 
installed to guide management of the Society. I 
must thank the outgoing Management 
Committee from the North Island of New 
Zealand for their great leadership over the last 
couple of years. Significant progress was made 
on several fronts, most notably recognition of 
indigenous rights in plant pathology. I strongly 
encourage members to read the document 
“Guiding research principles for researchers 
when engaging with Indigenous Peoples, 
native organisms, cultural/sacred sites, and/or 
relevant data” -

https://www.appsnet.org/About/Engaging%20with%20Indigenous%20Peoples.pdf - 
which has now been published on our website in the governance section. I 
particularly thank Hanareia Ehau-Taumaunu for taking the lead in preparing this 
document. Our work in this important area of public policy is not yet complete, and 
Robin McDiarmid has been in communication with the International Society of Plant 
Pathology to propose a session at the International Congress of Plant Pathology 
2023 (ICPP 2023) to gauge interest in formation of an international working group on 
Indigenous Rights in Plant Pathology.     

I was thrilled to participate in the 23rd Biennial Conference, run by the Tasmanian 
Branch of the Society. This conference was organized in the most difficult of 
circumstances, with the COVID pandemic preventing a face-to-face meeting. 
However, I thought the online format worked a treat, and in hindsight, there may 
have even been some advantages over a more conventional format. Every talk ran 
to time and it was easy to switch between sessions. As most talks were pre-
recorded, I thought the talks were generally more polished than they have been in 
previous years. I also even liked the random meetups in the networking events, as I 
think we tend to get a bit tribal when we attend in person. Finally, I think we captured 
a new international audience, who otherwise would not have been able to attend 
because of the expenses and time commitments associated with travelling to 
Australia. I congratulate the program organizers for their selection of plenary 
speakers, as I know from firsthand experience that it is difficult to find people that 
appeal to a broad section of the membership – as a humble virologist, I loved some 
of the talks on subjects that I would not normally read about, for example the soil 
biology presentation by Duncan Cameron. I am hoping that conferences will return to 
a live format but I can imagine from this point forward, most will be hybrid events. 
Thank you to Kara Barry from the University of Tasmania, Kylie Crawford from 
Conference Design, and their respective teams for the hard work in organizing the 
conference, and for their foresight in pioneering online conferences for the Society. 

https://www.appsnet.org/About/Engaging%20with%20Indigenous%20Peoples.pdf
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As most of you have probably heard by now, the APPS has been awarded the ICPP 
2028, to be held at the Gold Coast Convention and Exhibition Centre. I was 
pessimistic about our chances of winning the bid, as the competition from Greece, 
Canada and South Korea was so stiff, and this Congress will be the third time it has 
been hosted by the APPS. The fact that we were chosen is testament to the 
reputation of Australasian plant pathologists around the world, our strong 
international partnerships, and maybe even the desirability of the Gold Coast as a 
tourist destination! As Greg Johnson said to me, it will be the first time the ICPP has 
been run on a surf beach! It is early days yet, but there will be opportunities for 
everyone to be involved in organizing this Congress through the formation of 
subcommittees.   

The APPS is in a healthy financial position at the moment, providing the opportunity 
to take on new projects that broadly benefit our science discipline. It is also time to 
rethink our two-year plan, and I welcome suggestions on activities that could be 
done. With research funding on the steady decline, particularly for fundamental 
research, and universities under renewed threat because of the loss of international 
student income, there is probably an opportunity to do some lobbying in this space.  

Until next time, I hope you and your family stay healthy and your work is not too 
disrupted. 

Andrew Geering 

APPS President 

email: a.geering@uq.edu.au 

ph: +61-7-34432459 

  

mailto:a.geering@uq.edu.au
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New Members 
On behalf of the Society, the Management Committee would like to welcome the 
following new members: 

Title First Name Last Name Organisation 

Australia 

Miss Kamalpreet Kaur Agriculture Vic 

Miss Zali Mahony AUSVEG 

Ms Christina Andronis Curtin University 

Dr Fatima Naim Curtin University 

Ms Lina Rozano Curtin University 

Dr Kar-Chun Tan Curtin University 

Ms Aayushree Kharel Deakin University 

Dr Sharareh Heydari Kavkani Department of Agriculture, Water and the 
Environment 

Miss Bianca Rodrigues Jardim DJPR 

Mx Anna Hepworth DPIRD 

Mrs Matin Ghaheri Griffith university 

Mr Gurpreet Khalsa Griffith University 

Mrs Sabina Shrestha La Trobe University 

Mrs Maninder Kaur Murdoch University 

Ms Qurrat Ul Ain Farooq Murdoch University 

Dr Katie Dunne NSW Department of Primary Industries 

Dr Krista Plett NSW DPI 

Mr Jacob Jose Queensland Alliance for Agriculture and Food 
Innovation 

Mrs Entesar Abood SARDI 

Mr Mickey Wang The University of Adelaide 

Dr Oliver Chitambo University of Ghent/University of Bonn 

Ms Sabrina Morrison University of Queensland 

Ms Sonal Channale University of Southern Queensland 

Mr Lewis Collins University of Sydney 

Dr Muhammad Umar University of Tasmania 

Miss Brianna Walker University of Tasmania 

New Zealand 

Miss Justine Larrouy Lincoln University 

Mr Matthew Arnet Plant and Food Research 

Ms Rebecca Gough Plant and Food Research 

Ms Shannon Hunter Plant and Food Research/The University of 
Auckland 

Ms Erin Stroud University of Auckland 

Phillipines 

Dr Mark Angelo Balendres University of the Philippines Los Baños 

South Africa 

Dr Khumbuzile Bophela University of Pretoria 

  



 

4    APPS August 2021 Vol 34 No. 2 

 

Dates for your Diary 

67th Annual Conference on Soilborne Plant Pathogens 

When: 13-24 March 2022 

Where: Virtual meeting on Zoom 

More information: soilfungus.wsu.edu 

WA APPS Seminar 

When: 29 April 2022, 12-1pm AWST 

Where: Curtin University (room TBA) & Online. 

More information: APPS Invitation to Follow + see Regional WA News. 

7th International Congress of Nematology 

When: 1-6 May 2022 

Where: Antibes Juan-les-Pins, France 

More information: www.alphavisa.com/icn/2020/index.php 

2nd Australian Biosecurity Symposium 

When: 3-5 May 2022 (NEW DATE, again!) 

Where: Gold Coast, Queensland 

More information: www.biosym.com.au/  

Plant Biosecurity Research Symposium 2022 

When: 11-12 May 2022 

Where: National Wine Centre, Adelaide 

More information: https://www.pbri.com.au/plant-biosecurity-research-symposium/ 

International Plant Health Conference “Protecting Plant Health in a Changing 
World” 

When: Week of 12 May 2022 

Where: TBD 

More information: www.fao.org/plant-health-2020/events/events-detail/en/c/1250609 

4th International Erwinia Workshop 

When: 2-3 July 2022 

Where: Assisi, Italy 

More information: www.icppb2020.com 

https://wagov01-my.sharepoint.com/personal/kylie_ireland_dpird_wa_gov_au/Documents/APPS%20Newsletter/Newsletters/202202%20-%20February%202022/soilfungus.wsu.edu
http://www.alphavisa.com/icn/2020/index.php
http://www.biosym.com.au/
https://www.pbri.com.au/plant-biosecurity-research-symposium/
http://www.fao.org/plant-health-2020/events/events-detail/en/c/1250609
http://www.icppb2020.com/
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14th International Conference on Plant Pathogenic Bacteria 

When: 3-8 July 2022 

Where: Assisi, Italy 

More information: www.icppb2020.com 

12th International Workshop on Grapevine Trunk Diseases (ICGTD12) 

When: 11-15 July 2022 

Where: Mikulov, Czech Republic 

More information: ucanr.edu/sites/ICGTD/Workshops_559/ 

11th Australasian Soilborne Diseases Symposium 

When: 2-5 August 2022 

Where: Cairns, Queensland, Australia 

More information: asds2022.w.yrd.currinda.com 

International Phytobiomes Conference 2022 

When: 13-15 September 2022 

Where: Denver, Colorado, USA 

More information: phytobiomesconference.org 

 

Online seminar series 

APPS New Zealand 

When: Ongoing 

Where: Online 

More information: Keep an eye out for Zoom invites sent through the APPS mailing list! 

APPS Queensland 

When: Ongoing 

Where: Online – recordings available on the Open Plant Pathology YouTubeAU channel 

More information: https://openplantpathology.org/#category:Qld-APPS_Seminars 

DAWE Australian Biosecurity & Environmental Biosecurity Webinar Series 

When: Ongoing 

Where: Online – live and recordings 

More information: https://www.awe.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/policy/australia/public-
awareness/webinar-series 

https://haveyoursay.awe.gov.au/2021-environmental-biosecurity-webinars 

http://www.icppb2020.com/
https://wagov01-my.sharepoint.com/personal/kylie_ireland_dpird_wa_gov_au/Documents/APPS%20Newsletter/Newsletters/202202%20-%20February%202022/ucanr.edu/sites/ICGTD/Workshops_559/
https://wagov01-my.sharepoint.com/personal/kylie_ireland_dpird_wa_gov_au/Documents/APPS%20Newsletter/Newsletters/202202%20-%20February%202022/asds2022.w.yrd.currinda.com
https://wagov01-my.sharepoint.com/personal/kylie_ireland_dpird_wa_gov_au/Documents/APPS%20Newsletter/Newsletters/202202%20-%20February%202022/phytobiomesconference.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo-1ijIA_nECqzwzeW2X9RA
https://openplantpathology.org/#category:Qld-APPS_Seminars
https://www.awe.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/policy/australia/public-awareness/webinar-series
https://www.awe.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/policy/australia/public-awareness/webinar-series
https://haveyoursay.awe.gov.au/2021-environmental-biosecurity-webinars
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Regional news from NSW 

2021 APPS conference dinner 

A group of NSW APPS members celebrated the APPS 2021 conference over a 
Lebanese feast in Burwood. We reflected on the virtual style of the conference, and 
agreed it had a been a great success overall. One of the downsides of course, was 
the lack of face-to-face mingling. So, this dinner just what the (plant) doctor ordered! 

As well as catching up with colleagues and meeting some newer members, a real 
highlight of the evening was celebrating Percy Wong’s achievement of being 
awarded a Fellow of the Society. Congratulations Percy! 

 

 

Percy Wong, Fellow of APPS, being welcomed by a fellow Fellow, Colin Wellings 

Regional news from NSW 
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NSW Committee – get involved! 

After the last few desolate years, NSW APPS is hungry to increase activity and see 
its members more often. 

Please contact Jordan Bailey (jordan.bailey@dpi.nsw.gov.au) or Sophia Callaghan 
(sophia.callaghan@dpi.nsw.gov.au) if you have any ideas for events and/or would 
like to be involved in the state committee. 

 

NSW DPI welcomes Dr. Solomon Maina in role of Molecular 
Virologist 

The Plant Pathology Research group based at NSW DPI’s Elizabeth Macarthur Agricultural 
Institute recently welcomed Dr. Solomon Maina to the team. Dr. Maina specialises in 
genomics and molecular identification of plant viruses and will be focussing on outcomes for 
the High Priority Pest and Disease Diagnostics project. This project will ensure the ability of 
NSW DPI to deliver rapid diagnostic results on potential exotic incursions of top priority 
pests and diseases, many of which are caused by viruses. Dr. Maina holds a PhD in plant 
virology and genomics from the University of Western Australia and was previously with 
Agriculture Victoria. 

 

 

Solomon Maina – Molecular Virologist, NSW DPI EMAI 

  

mailto:jordan.bailey@dpi.nsw.gov.au
mailto:sophia.callaghan@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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NSW Bushfire Bioblitz 

How is the bush recovering after the 2019-2020 megafires? Put on your citizen 
science hat and join us for the Big Bushfire BioBlitz! Fungi is on the list! 

Grab your hat, your camera, and your moth sheet, and get ready for the Big Bushfire 

BioBlitz! The University of New South Wales’ Centre for Ecosystem Science, the 

Atlas of Living Australia, the Australian Citizen Science Association, Minderoo’s Fire 

and Flood Resilience Initiative, and the Department of Agriculture, Water and the 

Environment are joining forces to run three bioblitzes across NSW in early 2022 to 

help track how our native ecosystems are recovering from the 2019-2020 bushfire 

season. 

Join us in the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area (Blue Mountains), 

Rainforests of the NSW north coast and tablelands (Washpool National Park), and 

Forests of the NSW south coast (Murramarang National Park) as we search for 

bugs, bats, birds and everything in between. We’re putting together an exciting line-

up of experts to help point out amazing plants, animals, and fungi, explain how they 

fit into the ecosystem, the impact of the bushfires, and give you all kinds of tips and 

tricks to help you become a better naturalist! 

BioBlitz 1: Blue Mountains, Dharug and Gundungurra Country, 6pm Friday 25 

February - 4pm Sunday 27 February 2022 – FUNGAL FORAY 10am 26th 

BioBlitz 2: Washpool National Park, Gumbaynggirr Country, 6pm Friday 4 March - 

4pm Sunday 6 March 2022 

BioBlitz 3: Murramarang National Park, Yuin Country, 6pm Friday 11 March - 4pm 

Sunday 13 March 2022 
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Regional news from NZ North 

The last seminar before the Conference 

In spite of Covid 19 restrictions and associated lockdown, we were able to squeeze in 
one more seminar before the Biennial Australasian Plant Pathology Society 
Conference in November of last year. This seminar was held on 23 September and 
the two speakers were Hui Wen Lee from Tāmaki Makaurau, Te Ika-a-Māui 
(Auckland, North Island) and Madeline Marshall from Lincoln University, Te 
Waipounamu (South Island). 

Hui Wen Lee is part of the Mycology and Bacteriology team at the Plant Health and 
Environment Laboratory (PHEL), Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI), a group she 
joined in 2018. She develops and validates real-time PCR diagnostic tests for the 
detection of unwanted plant pathogenic bacteria and fungi, and exotic snail species 
that could impact the forestry and horticulture sectors. She presented her work on “A 
New Real-Time PCR Assay for the Detection of the Kiwifruit Pathogen – Verticillium 
nonalfalfae MLST2”.   

Before coming to Aotearoa New Zealand, Madeline Marshall, worked for 5 years on 
biosecurity with the US department of Agriculture. Now she is in the final year of a PhD 
on ecology and network modelling under the supervision of Prof Philip Hume. She 
presented some of the work she has been doing as part of her PhD. The title of her 
presentation was: ‘"A Case Study of the New Zealand Response to Myrtle Rust”.  

 

APPS Conference - Early Career Researcher experiences 

The Australasian Plant Pathology Society provides bursaries for postgraduate 
students and early career researchers to attend the APPS biennial conference. This 
year three scientists from Te Ika-a-Māui (North Island) were awarded a bursary. They 
are: Erin Stroud PhD student at Auckland University, Hannah McCarthy PhD student 
at Massey University and Shannon Hunter PhD student at Auckland University. 
Congratulations to each of them on their achievement. They each wrote a short 
paragraph about the research they presented; and what it meant to them to be able to 
attend the APPS Conference. These paragraphs are presented below. 

Erin Stroud - PhD student, Auckland University 

I was lucky enough to be a recipient of the APPS student and ECR bursary. This 
financial support allowed me to attend and present at the 23rd Biennial Australasian 
Plant Pathology Society Conference. I presented a short talk that covered the scope 
and findings of a subset of my PhD project. My talk centred on the defence hormone 
networks of Actinidia chinensis var. chinensis (gold kiwifruit) with a particular focus on 

Regional news from NZ North 
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the response to infection with Pseudomonas syringae pv. actinidiae or Sclerotinia 
sclerotiorum. As a 3rd year PhD student, sharing my research is crucial for my career 
progression and the APPS conference allowed me to connect with and learn from my 
peers, colleagues, and experts in the field. The conference served as a showcase of 
the research currently underway in the Plant Pathology space and opened my eyes to 
possible future opportunities and career pathways. 

Ngā mihi,  

Erin Stroud 

 

Hannah McCarthy - PhD student, Massey University 

The APPS conference in 2021 was a bit different to previous years. No need to 
organize travel and navigate a new city, instead, I could listen to presentations in my 
office or from my home! At this conference I presented a poster on my recent 
unpublished work successfully using CRISPR-Cas9 technology to disrupt a gene in 
the dothideomycete forest pathogen Dothistroma septosporum. I did not use a repair 
template and relied on non-homologous end-joining repair to mend the CRISPR-Cas9-
mediated double stranded break. I can report great success with over 90% of 
transformants suggested to be knock-outs. I studied 10 transformants in detail and 
found that one had a single nucleotide deletion, while four contained large insertions 
from the CRISPR-Cas9 plasmid. To my knowledge, this is the first report using 
CRISPR-Cas9 technology successfully in a dothideomycete forest pathogen. The 
APPS conference was a great opportunity to present this work for the first time. Thank 
you to everyone who took the time to visit my poster and to those who left a question 
or a nice comment. Thank you to the organizers for making this conference happen in 
such turbulent times, and to the APPS committee for granting me a student bursary! 

Hannah McCarthy 

 

Shannon Hunter - PhD student, Auckland University  

As a recipient of the APPS student bursary, I was privileged to attend the APPS 
conference in 2021 and present a poster. The poster I presented was from my master’s 
research which I have since published in the APPS journal (earlier this year). The 
research showed variability in phosphite tolerance between Phytophthora species 
present in New Zealand. I am using this work to inform my current PhD project which 
is exploring the ecological impacts of systemic treatments (like phosphite) on the 
phytophthora community associated with kauri trees. The 2021 APPS conference was 
my first virtual conference and also my first APPS conference. I was pleased with how 
easy it was to access all the material and to communicate with other attendees. During 
my poster presentation, I had some live questions, so I didn’t feel like I missed out on 
the interactive side of conferences. Attending conferences is one of the best aspects 
of a science career, I’m thankful that I attended this conference as a bursary recipient.  

Thanks,  

Shannon Hunter 
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Jottings from Scion 
 

Forest Pathology at Scion (NZ Forest Research Institute Ltd., Rotorua) is dealt with 
by people in three teams that form part of a wider, overarching Ecology and 
Environment Research Group (Stuart Fraser). The Pathogen Diagnostics and 
Collections Team (Darryl Herron) specialises in fungal and Phytophthora 
systematics and the diagnosis of tree and shrub disorders, and advises clients on 
appropriate measures to be taken. The Pathogen Ecology and Control Team (Kwasi 
Adusei-Fosu) focuses on research into understanding and better managing the 
more pressing forest disease problems. The Plant Protection Physics and Chemistry 
people (Justin Nairn) seek to improve application methods for chemical control of 
forest disease pathogens. Members of these teams work with researchers from 
across Scion on multidisciplinary projects grouped under three Impact Areas, 
Forests and Landscapes, Forests to Timber Products and Forests to Biobased 
Products. 

Summer Student Interns 

This summer we had a group of enthusiastic young students helping with our 
different projects. As their intern period nears completion, they recently gave us a 
composite presentation discussing the variety of activities that had occupied their 
time. Here are some of their highlights! 

Pathogen Diagnostics and Collections Team 

Scott Heslop, Microbiology and Genetics Major, University of 
Otago, helped Rebecca McDougal by contributing to a major 
project looking at Phytophthora agathidicida, agent of kauri 
(Agathis australis) dieback. This involved refining culturing 
methods, inducing zoospore production, running a pathogenicity 
trial on model plants and molecular diagnostics to improve the 
detection of the pathogen in kauri forest soil. 

Kyla Forbes-Dean, third year Biological Science student, 
University of Canterbury, helped out in the diagnostic lab. She 
looked at soil baiting and immunostrip technology for detecting 
Phytophthora species, isolating cultures aseptically from pine 
needles, damp chambering to induce fruiting and microscopy to 
identify fungi such as species of Cyclaneusma and Pestalotiopsis.  

Dillion Gates, second year BSc student at Waikato University, 
majoring in Ecology and Biodiversity, worked with Jason Shiller 
doing research to understand how weeds and insects 
contribute to forest nursery diseases. This comprised sampling 
and identifying both plants and insects, including the use of DNA 
extraction kits. 

  

Scott Helsop 

Kyla Forbes-Dean 

Dillon Gates 
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Pathogen Ecology and Control Team 

Chloe Small, second year Forestry Science student at 
Canterbury University, worked with Emily McLay on the 
epidemiology of red needle cast, a dramatic disease in 
Pinus radiata stands in much of New Zealand caused by 
Phytophthora pluvialis and sometimes Phytophthora 
kernoviae. She dealt with isolation and sub-culturing from 
needles, zoospore production, and became familiar with 
characteristic needle lesions and morphological features 
such as hyphal swellings and sporangia. She also helped 
with a study investigating pathogen viability at 25⁰C. 

Three students who worked on myrtle rust (Austropuccinia psidii) under Michael 
Bartlett and Julia Soewarto, assisted by Maria Zhulanov, were: 

Kalei Evans, a third year BSc student at 
the University of Waikato, majoring in Molecular and 
Cellular Biology. 

Fallon Nish, a fourth year Bachelor of Forestry 
Science student at the University of Canterbury.  

Isabella Ellmers, in her final year of a Bachelor of 
Horticultural Science degree at Massey University, 
Palmerston North. 

These three students helped in a number of ways. One was a project to inoculate 
pohutukawa plants (Metrosideros excelsa) under controlled conditions to try to 
determine what drives teliospore production. Field work consisted of systematic 
field monitoring disease development at different sites on the susceptible hosts 
Lophomyrtus bullata (ramarama) and L. obcordata. This included studying leaf 
production, and quantifying the effects of infection on foliage, young shoots, flowers 
and immature fruits, in order to understand how the rust impacts on reproduction 
and ecology of the host. 

Xiuqing (Liz) Yu, final year Science and Chemistry double major student at the 
University of Auckland also worked on another aspect of myrtle rust under Andrew 
Pugh. She looked at over 700 specimens of certain species of the fly genus 

Chloe Small 

Fallon Nish and Kalei Evans Isabella Ellmers and Fallon Nish 

Fallon Nish Kalei Evans 
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Mycodiplosis (Cecidomyiidae) to evaluate their distribution and host range. Larvae of 
these flies have been found to feed on urediniospores of rust fungi and may have 
potential as a myrtle rust biocontrol. 

Plant Protection Physics and Chemistry Team 

Tessa McCarthy, second year Bachelor of Forestry 
Science Student, University of Canterbury, helped 
Caro Gous and Justin Nairn with a number of 
projects. These included assessing the health of 
manuka (Leptospermum scoparium) after spraying 
herbicide onto gorse (Ulex europeus) and learning 
how to use unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) in 
ways that control the droplet size for effective 
spray coverage. 

From their comments, this year’s students all seem to have learnt a lot in a friendly 
and enjoyable environment at Scion! 

 

New Zealand Biosecurity Award 2021 Finalist 

Dr. Rebecca McDougal of Scion – Innovation and communication in 
forest biosecurity. 

Rebecca, who has led a number of innovative B3 (Better Border 
Biosecurity) research projects over the years, was recognised by 
the Forest Owners Association and the Forest Industry’s 
Biosecurity Committee for her outstanding contribution to the 
protection of the plantation forest estate. Her contributions to 

diagnostic technology for pathogens have greatly advanced knowledge of some of 
the more serious pathogens that impact radiata pine and Douglas fir. She is not only 
a first-class scientist but also an excellent communicator and collaborator; able to 
communicate complex science issues to forest managers responsible for managing 
the health and protection of New Zealand’s forests. 

See: New Zealand Farmers Weekly vol. 19 No. 49 December 20, 2021, page 9.  

Some recent publications: 

Hunter, S.; McDougal, R.; Williams, N.; Scott, P. (2022). Variability in phosphite 
sensitivity observed within and between seven Phytophthora species. Australasian 
Plant Pathology https://doi.org/10.1007/s13313-021-00846-5. 

Dobbie, K.; Baskarathevan, J.; Waters, T.; O’Neill, R. (2021). First report of Diplodia 
africana from Fraxinus excelsior in New Zealand. New Disease Reports 
2021;44:e12044. https://doi.org/10.1002/ndr2.12044. 

Dobbie, K.; Scott, P.; Taylor, P.; Panda, P.; Sen, D.; Dick, M.; McDougal, R. (2022). 
Phytophthora podocarpi sp. nov. from diseased needles and shoots of Podocarpus 
in New Zealand. Forests 2022, 13 (2), 214. https://doi.org/10.3390/f13020214.  

Caro Gous and Tessa McCarthy 

https://issuu.com/farmersweeklynz/docs/fw_20-12_issuu
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13313-021-00846-5
https://doi.org/10.1002/ndr2.12044
https://doi.org/10.3390/f13020214
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Regional news from NZ South 

APPS Conference - Early Career Researcher experiences 

Madhavi Dassanayaka - PhD candidate, Lincoln University 

Madhavi had a great experience participating in the 
2021 APPS conference. 

The aim of her PhD research project is to investigate the 
use of biofumigation in combination with the biocontrol 
agent Coniothyrium minitans and Perlka® (inorganic soil 
amendment) to develop an integrated strategy to control 
Sclerotinia sclerotium. Her co-supervisors are Seona 
Casonato and Eirian Jones. 

Madhavi presented her research outcomes on the title of 
‘Effect of B. juncea (‘Caliente 199’) on the inhibition of in 
vitro mycelial growth of S. sclerotiorum at different 
growth stages under different plant moisture levels as 

an e-poster and was “happy with the feedback” she received after her presentation. 

Madhavi indicated it was “great to be updated about the ongoing research and be 
connected with the top-notch scientific community in the field of plant pathology” 

Madhavi wishes to convey her appreciation to the APPS committee for supplying the 
bursary for the financial assistance in order to attend the conference. 

Justine Larrouy - PhD student, Lincoln University 

Justine is working on the floral microbiome of Leptospermum scoparium (mānuka), 
supervised by Eirian Jones, Hayley Ridgway and Manpreet Dhami at the 
Department of Pest-management and Conservation. 

Justine said “Attending the Australasian Plant Pathology Society Online Conference 
2021 was highly relevant to me. Indeed, this conference provided my first opportunity 
to present an oral paper at an international conference on the research from my 
PhD. I also had the chance to co-chair a session at an international conference for 
the first time.  APPS conference covered a large range of topics that was of high 
interest and relevance to my scientific knowledge/background and gave me the 
opportunity to connect and create a scientific network for my future career”. 

Justine is grateful to have been awarded the Australasian Plant Pathology Society 
bursary and for the impact that the conference had on her PhD / future career. 

  

Regional news from NZ South 
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Regional news from NT 

Nematology training 

NT plant pathologist Samantha Bond (nee Cullen) received training from visiting 
CSIRO nematologist Mike Hodda over several days in late July, as part of her 
successful NPBDN diagnostic residential to improve nematology diagnostic capacity 
in the NT. Unfortunately, a planned reciprocal visit to receive further training in 
Canberra has been postponed due to the Covid outbreak and will be rescheduled for 
2022. 

 

 

Samantha Bond observes a nematode using the stereomicroscope 
  

Regional news from NT 
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ACP/HLB workshop 

On September 7, a workshop was held at Berrimah Farm Science Precinct on the 
Asian citrus psyllid, Diaphorina citri, (ACP), and the disease it transmits, 
Huanglongbing (HLB). Attendees present spanned industry, university, NTG Plant 
biosecurity officers and scientists from NTG and DAWE. Most of the workshop was 
also streamed online, with attendees tuning in from around Australia, as well as New 
Zealand and Papua New Guinea. 

Topics covered during the day included overviews of the psyllid and the disease, 
possible pathways of entry of the psyllid, surveillance and trapping techniques, and a 
presentation on Liriomyza (American serpentine leaf miner).  

 

 

Left: Molecular technician Shreya Patel trying to find the Asian citrus psyllid and 
Liriomyza specimens planted on the sticky board while entomologist Thilini 
Ekanayake looks on. 

Right: Merran Neilsen discussing HLB. 

 

After lunch there was a microscopy session on identifying different insects on yellow 
sticky traps. As well as local insects, the traps were spiked with ACP and Liriomyza 
specimens. The final presentation for the day was on molecular diagnostics of HLB. 
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Visit from Qld colleagues 

On the 15th of September, we were fortunate to have banana pathologist Jane Ray, 
and bacteriologist Nandita Pathania, both from QDAF, give short seminars. Jane’s 
talk on ‘Epidemiology and transmission of banana Blood disease’ was very 
interesting. She described the challenges of salvaging data from field trials in 
Indonesia, after being forced to leave once the Covid pandemic hit. Nandita gave us 
an overview of bacteriological diagnostics which included a discussion of the pros 
and cons of rapid biochemical tests versus molecular diagnostics. 

 

 

Left: Jane Ray presenting conclusions from her PhD studies.  

Right: Nandita Pathania discussing bacterial diagnostics. 
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Regional news from QLD 

APPS Management Committee 

The management committee for APPS changed hands at the end of the 2021 
biennial conference and is now largely made up by Queenslanders. Congratulations 
to everyone with new positions within the management committee. 

Our new president is Dr Andrew Geering (previously President Elect) from The 
University of Queensland, Brisbane.  

Other committee members are: 

Vice-President, Dr Niloofar Vaghefi, The University of Southern Queensland, 
Brisbane  

Treasurer, Dr André Drenth, The University of Queensland, Brisbane  

Executive Secretary, Ms Jennifer Cobon, Queensland Department of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, Brisbane  

Immediate Past President, Dr Robin MacDiarmid, The New Zealand Institute for 
Plant and Food Research Ltd (Plant & Food Research) and University of Auckland.  

President-Elect, Dr Seona Casonato, Lincoln University, New Zealand 

Student representative, Ms Rebecca Degnan, The University of Queensland, 
Brisbane  
Ordinary Member, Dr Rebecca Ford, Griffith University, Brisbane 

Ordinary Member, Dr Hazel Gaza, Queensland Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, South Johnstone 

Regional Co-ordinator, Dr Monica Kehoe, Diagnostic Laboratory Services, 
Biosecurity and Sustainability, Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development, Perth 

Business Manager, Dr Peter Williamson, Toowoomba, Queensland  

Executive Editor, Dr Philip O'Brien, Murdoch University, School of Veterinary and 
Life Sciences, Perth 
  

Regional news from QLD 
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2021 APPS biennial conference 

Delegates gathered in the large conference rooms at EcoSciences Precinct, 
Brisbane for the afternoon session of the conference which included the McAlpine 
lecture, concurrent sessions 4 and the announcements of awards by Eileen Scott. 
Similar gatherings were organised in Toowoomba by Niloofar Vaghefi and in Cairns 
by Lynne Jones. 

André Drenth, as a member of the Awards Sub-committee, kindly agreed to present 
the awards after the announcements. Luckily all awardees were Brisbane delegates 
making presentation easier. The presentations were followed by drinks and nibbles 
in the atrium gardens of ESP, also organised by André. 

Queensland awardees were  

• Rebecca Ford, Griffith University; Fellow of the Society 

• Denis Persley, Department of Agriculture and Fisheries; Lester Burgess Award – 
Diagnostics and Extension 

• Jennifer Cobon, Department of Agriculture and Fisheries; Distinguished Service 
Award  

• Andrew Urquhart, The University of Queensland; the Allen Kerr Postgraduate 
Prize 

It’s remarkable to have an award in each category in a single state. Well done 
Queenslanders!!!! 

 

 

Rebecca Ford (Fellow of the Society) with colleagues from Griffith University. L-R: 
Melody Christie, Ido Bar and Prabhakaran Thanjavur Sambasivam (Sam) 
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Denis Persley (Lester Burgess Award) and Jennifer Cobon (Distinguished Service 
Award) 

 

 

Andrew Urquhart (Allen Kerr Postgraduate Prize) 

Local conference dinners associated with the 2021 biennial conference  

Queensland is such a large and diverse state, we organised conference dinners in 
the three most populous regions so that most delegates had access to a conference 
dinner should they wish to attend. Thirty-five delegates attended the dinner in 
Brisbane, with ten delegates enjoying a dinner in Toowoomba and five attending in 
Cairns. By all accounts everyone enjoyed a happy evening with much networking 
and catching up as is always a feature of conference dinners. People were just so 
happy to get out and mingle after the recent lockdowns.  
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Qld seminar series 

An in-person seminar day planned for October 2021 which was to be hosted at the 
USQ Toowoomba campus had to be cancelled at the last minute due to the impacts 
of Covid-19. The population of Brisbane was locked down and could not travel to the 
regions, so attendance would have been severely impacted if the day had gone 
ahead. The event has just been successfully hosted online on 2nd Feb 2022 with 
over 40 participants tuning in.  

The programme included a keynote presentation made by  

• Professor Rebecca Ford of Griffith University - The power of electrochemical 
biosensors in Botrytis Grey Mould pathogen diagnostics 

Further presentations were made by  

• Dr Anne Sawyer (UQ) - RNAi vaccines for sustainable plant protection 

• Dr Ido Bar (GU) - Adaptation of a clonal pathogen - The story of Ascochyta rabiei 
in Australia 

• Mr Kandeeparoopan Prasannath (UQ) - Sources and quantification of flower 
blight pathogens in macadamia 

• Dr Linda Smith (DAF) - The interesting things we find during cotton disease 

surveillance in Queensland 

We would like to thank the presenters for their outstanding efforts and also the 
seminar committee of Drs Elizabeth Czislowski, Louisa Parkinson, Rebecca Roach 
and Niloofar Vaghefi for their ability to pivot to an online webinar-style platform due 
to the uncertainties presented to us all by Covid-19.  

 

Niloofar is moving to Melbourne so is leaving the Qld seminar organising committee. 
It was unanimously voted that she will stay on as our vice president of the 
management committee. Thanks to Niloofar for her dedication to the seminar 
committee and we wish her well taking up a new position in Melbourne. She is being 
replaced on the seminar committee by Dr Buddhika Dahanayaka, postdoctoral 
associate at USQ, Toowoomba. 
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Regional news from SA 

APPS Conference Awards 

Congratulations to Jenny Davidson, and Barbara Hall on receiving the Lester 
Burgess Award for Diagnostics and Extension. The Lester Burgess award 
recognises members who have made exceptional contributions in the field of 
diagnostics and extension, or research communication, over a significant period of 
their career. The awards were announced at the 2021 Tasmanian conference and 
the medals presented at the SA regions dinner held on the 24th November at The 
Benjamin on Franklin, Adelaide. 

Dr Jenny Davidson has an almost 40-year research career with the South 
Australian government and is the authority on pulse pathology in South Australia 
and, arguably, in the Southern Australian grain growing region. She has a highly 
respected national and international profile as a leader and expert in epidemiology, 
disease management, and disease resistance screening for grains pathology 
research. Jenny has made exceptional contributions to the diagnosis of disease in 
pulse and oilseed crops, including Ascochyta Blight in chickpea, lentil and field pea, 
as well as the outbreak of Beet Western Yellows Virus in canola in 2014, and the 
extension of diagnostic information and disease management advice to the southern 
Australian grain growing regions. 

Prior to the Lester Burgess Award in 2021 Jenny received the SARDI Executive 
Directors Service to SARDI award for her significant contribution to SARDI, where 
her well-respected national profile has significantly enhanced SARDI’s reputation as 
a leader and expert in grains pathology. 

Jenny has recently retired from SARDI and is currently the Scientific Officer for 
South Australian Grains Industry Trust, continuing her work and connections with the 
grains industry.  

Barbara Hall was a horticultural plant pathologist at the South Australian Research 
and Development Institute for over 40 years (1976–2019). She had a particular focus 
on grapevine and potato diseases. Her formidable knowledge of pathogen 
diagnostics and exceptional organisational skills were nationally and internationally 
regarded through 15 years with the Subcommittee of Plant Health Diagnostics, 
where she oversaw the peer review, verification and endorsement of over 35 
National Diagnostic Protocols. Due to Barbara’s efforts Australia now has one of the 
largest collections of peer-reviewed National Plant Diagnostic Protocols in the world. 
Barbara has volunteered significant time to our Society, most notably in her 12-year 
stint as editor of APPS News. 

Regional news from SA 
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Barbara Hall and Jenny Davidson 
received the Lester Burgess Award 
at the SA APPS conference dinner. 
Photos by Sue Pederick. 

 

APPS Dinner 

The Conference dinner was held at The Benjamin and Franklin and was well 
attended, it was good to relax and enjoy each other’s company and break out from a 
few COVID restrictions.  

The next APPS conference will be a hybrid event held at the National Wine Centre 
Adelaide 20-24th November 2023. As the website and program details are developed 
a link will be added to the APPS website and advertised in the APPS newsletter. 

 

SA Region dinner attendees, from left Sue Pederick, Entasar Abood, Ismail, Cathy 
Todd, Amanda Able, Marzena Krysinska-kaczmarek, Tara Garrard, Brittany Oswald, 
Pauline Glocke, Rohan Kimber, Jenny Davidson, Sara Blake, Eileen Scott, Kong L, 

Barbara Hall, Mohsen Kani, John Randel, Frazer Davidson, Mark Sosnowski, 
Suzanne McKay, Matt Ayers. Photo by Sue Pederick. 
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Conference Scholarship Award 

Florian Tanner was awarded a student scholarship to attend the 2021 virtual 
conference and gave an oral presentation on “Predicting disease severity of 
chickpea affected by Ascochyta Blight using multi-scale phenotyping data”. 

 

Retirement – Dr Nuredin Habili 

Plant virologist Dr Nuredin Habili, ran The Waite Diagnostics at the University of 
Adelaide on behalf of the viticulture industry for over 20 years. Nuredin then 
transferred to the Australian Wine Research Institute until his retirement. 

At a special lunch last Tuesday 15th February, Nuredin was presented with a bound 
volume of his publications at his. We wish Nuredin all the best in his retirement. 

 

 

Celebrating the career of Dr Nuredin Habili. Photo courtesy of Alan Little. 
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Regional news from TAS 

2021 APPS biennial conference 

The Tasmanian conference organising committee supported by interstate members 
delivered an amazing programme and associated events for the 2021 APPS biennial 
(online) conference!  

They are taking a short break from this newsletter and we look forward to hearing 
from them again soon.  

Don’t forget to check out session recordings of the conference - available for viewing 
on the conference platform until the 28 February 2022. 

  

Regional news from TAS 
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Regional news from VIC 

Gretna Weste Plant Pathology and Mycology Scholarship 

Dr Gretna Weste BSc (1938), MSc (1939), PhD (1968), DSc AM was a mycologist 
working in the then School of Botany, The University of Melbourne from 1961 to 
1982.  She was the foremost authority in Australia on the biology and impact of the 
soil borne oomycete Phytophthora cinnamoni, which has caused dieback disease in 
forests of Victoria, Tasmania and western Australia. Gretna also taught with 
enthusiasm many undergraduate students and trained postgraduate students who 
have themselves gone on to successful careers in the field of plant pathology. 

The University of Melbourne Botany Foundation honours the memory of Gretna 
Weste (d. 2006) through a named scholarship, which is awarded annually to an 
Honours or postgraduate student at the University doing research in plant pathology 
or mycology.   

The Foundation invites donations from friends, colleagues and alumni to increase 
the value of the scholarship, which in 2021 provided a stipend of $1600 from 
invested earnings of just over $40,000.  The Botany Foundation is committed to 
supporting the next generation of plant scientists through endowed awards. 

https://science.unimelb.edu.au/engage/giving-to-science/botany-foundation 

Recent student awardees 

James Douch - Honours student - 2018 

James’ taxonomic work led to the recognition of four new species of 
‘tooth fungi’ Sarcodon in the Australian Bankeraceae. His analysis 
of metabarcoding data also revealed for the first time that two other 
genera in family, Bankera and Boletopsis, also occur in Australia.  

James’ project was supervised jointly through the Royal Botanic 
Gardens Victoria and The University of Melbourne. 

 

Pipob Suwanchaikasem - PhD student - 2020  

Pibob’s research is on “Mechanisms underlying fungal infection in 

industrial hemp (Cannabis sativa), and emerging potential crop, and 

the effect of chitin priming on plant defence”. 

Pipob’s project is supervised jointly through Murdoch University and 

The University of Melbourne. 

  

Regional news from VIC 

https://science.unimelb.edu.au/engage/giving-to-science/botany-foundation
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Regional news from WA 

APPS Conference Dinner 

The WA branch took the opportunity to host an in-person networking dinner 
alongside the online 23rd biennial APPS conference. 

The dinner at Raffles hotel had an amazing turnout with over 30 conference 
attendees and members in attendance. This event provided the opportunity for 
networking with other WA pathologists hailing from various institutes, areas of plant 
pathology and career stages. I personally enjoyed meeting so many new people and 
catching up with old friends.  

The dinner also served as an opportunity to elect and introduce the members who 
put their hands up to be part of the new WA committee. We welcome Kar-Chun 
Tan, Bec Swift, Fatima Naim and Mark Derbyshire to the committee. 

This networking dinner was the first event the WA region has held in quite a while, 
and it is planned to be just the first of many more to come.  

So, stay tuned for what’s in store for the WA branch in 2022! 

Kylie Chambers 

WA Regional Councillor 

 

 

WA APPS Committee (L-R): Mark Derbyshire, Fatima Naim, Kar-Chun Tan, Bec 
Swift and Kylie Chambers (Regional Councillor). 

Image courtesy Monica Kehoe. 

Regional news from WA 
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Networking up a storm at the WA APPS Conference Dinner 
Image courtesy of Monica Kehoe. 

 

APPS Conference - Early Career Researcher experience 

Lina Rozano - PhD student, Curtin University 

I am honoured to be awarded the student bursary from the Australasian Plant 
Pathology Society (APPS) to attend the APPS 2021 conference during my final year 
of PhD and be given a chance to present my work on “Molecular modelling of 
fungal effector proteins”. This time the session was fully online, and it was also my 
first time delivering a talk in an online conference. Before this I had attended online 
conferences only for poster submissions. 

The organization of the conference and each concurrent session was smooth and 
superb. I had a slight issue with the internet connection at my place a few minutes 
before my session, causing the audio to be muted on both sides! I am very grateful 
that the session organisers were able to calmly resolve  the problem just in time. I 
also enjoyed having other supportive speakers in the same session who inspired me, 
and I look forward to learning more from them. 

My colleagues from the Centre for Crop and Disease Management (CCDM), Dr. 
James Hane and Dr. Darcy Jones also gave talks at the conference in a separate 
session. I enjoyed listening to the keynote address by Professor Roger Shivas and 
talks given by inspiring researchers enlightening me with valuable knowledge in the 
field of plant pathogenic fungi. 

Even though this was the first APPS conducted online, the atmosphere can be felt 
throughout the networking sessions with attendees in global settings, and the 
functional online portal enabled us to engage privately. I also had wonderful 
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networking opportunities, engaging with other students and researchers from 
different parts of Australia. We exchanged insights on our projects which were fruitful 
in shaping my future perspective in research. Before the conference started, I was 
also looking forward to reconnecting with a friend that I met during APPS 2019 from 
New Zealand, but to no avail. Nevertheless, it was a wonderful experience to be able 
to engage with people that were as passionate in research as I am. 

I can conclude that the APPS 2021 conference was amazing and enables great 
networking even though it was held online. I had amazing experience sharing my 
findings with others and at the same time gaining new knowledge. I would also like to 
thank my supervisors, Prof. Ricardo Mancera and Dr. James Hane for encouraging 
me to attend the conference, and for their guidance in helping me reach this stage. 
I’m looking forward to attending the next APPS conference. 

Maninder Kaur - PhD Student, Murdoch University 

I was delighted to receive the APPS bursary for the 23rd Biennial Australasian Plant 
Pathology Society Conference which made it possible to present my research for the 
first time to the scientific community. I presented my research on “Cold plasma 
treatments vs fungicide on fusarium head blight development in wheat and 
assessment of postharvest grain quality”. I also presented a poster on 
“Inactivation of artificially inoculated Fusarium graminearium or naturally 
present fungi in postharvest wheat grain with cold plasma”. It was a unique 
experience to connect with all the brilliant minds from around the world and learn about 
their ongoing research in plant pathology. 

The online portal was easy to navigate. It was excellently divided into concurrent 
sessions and live chat options which I found an easy way of communication from the 
comfort of my chair. The main highlight was the meeting hub where I connected with 
other research fellows working on fungal pathogens of grain and chatted about my 
research and learned from their experience. I enjoyed going through all the field tours. 
It was enjoyable to listen to Muhammad Umar and his Tasmanian Field Monitoring 
Activities tour. It felt like I was in the paddock with him. 

Another main event of the conference was the dinner organised locally for the 
participants of Western Australia. At the dinner, I got the opportunity to meet 
researchers from the DPIRD and GRDC. We discussed the current focus of plant 
pathology research and challenging diseases of cereal crops. I also gained some 
advice on solving the issues I was having with molecular work and mycotoxin 
research.  

Overall, it was an outstanding experience to attend this conference. I enjoyed 
connecting to people of the same scientific interests and learning from their 
experiences. I want to thank APPS for awarding me a student bursary which enabled 
me to share my research and helped me to become a part of APPS society. 

Qurrat Ul Ain Farooq - PhD candidate, Murdoch University 

Receiving the APPS bursary for early career researchers provided me with the 
opportunity to present my research as a poster “Suppression of Phytophthora root 
rot in avocado (Persea indica) and microbial profiling the soil following 
addition of soil additives” and obtain feedback from other researchers on my work 
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Though it was an online forum it was a good experience to hear the experts and 
listen to them interact with others.  Also, it facilitated listening to sessions presented 
concurrently, and to listen more than once to sections that were not initially clear. As 
a mother of a little baby, it was a convenient way to participate in a conference and 
meet people in my field without travelling. The workshops also allowed students and 
researcher to discuss future innovations and provided a good networking platform for 
future exchanges. 

A big thank you for arranging a dinner for participants from WA. It was a very nice 
experience to be able to meet and talk with plant pathologists doing work on different 
diseases and plants, and learn from their experience.  

Overall, it was unique, different and memorable experience to attend an online APPS 
conference for the first time. As an overseas student I am unlikely to have a similar 
opportunity for some years. I would like to thanks to APPS for their monetary support 
for my conference attendance. 

 

CCDM to Host WA APPS Seminar – 29 April 2022 

Mark your diaries WA – the stage has been set, and you just have to be there! 

The Bentley Ag & Bio Seminar Series (BABSS) – APPS Seminar 

When: 29 April 2022 

Where: Curtin University (room TBA) & Online. 
Hosted by the Centre for Crop and Disease Management (CCDM) 

More information: APPS Invitation to Follow.  

BABSS Starts again on the 25 February 2022, every Friday lunchtime (12-1pm). Talks 
span the agricultural and biological sciences, with plenty of plant pathology on offer! 

For further information or to join the mailing list for the BABSS Seminars, contact Josh 
Mylne - josh.mylne@curtin.edu.au 

 

mailto:josh.mylne@curtin.edu.au

